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Arts Programmes Delivered and Co-ordinated

Beech Hill Primary ‘Change’ Project/Newcastle City Council

A whole school multi-media arts project using the theme of ‘Change’ to inspire a collection of urban images about living in Newcastle made by children which are displayed along a corridor in the Newcastle Civic Centre.

Feb 2010
Prevention Services Youth Village ‘Jigsaw’ Project

Myself and artist Emma Sheridan worked with young people from 6 services within the Youth Village in N. Sheilds to produce a 6 piece wall mural made from wood and mixed-media collage.

Jan – April 2010

Newcastle Winter Carnival 2009

I worked with Walk the Plank, Newcastle Arts Development Team, fellow artists and community members to make costumes and props supporting the giant mechanical Ice Queen puppet. This large carnival paraded up Northumberland St and around the Civic Centre on New Years Eve and culminated in a fireworks display.

Dec ’09.

Find Your Talent Recycled Christmas Tree Project

Based at the House of Objects and working with Yr 5 children to produce and decorate a 12ft tree made from recycled materials. The tree was one of five artist led creations which were lit and displayed in the grounds at the Rising Sun Country Park.

December 2009
‘Kick It Out’ NUFC Banner Project
I worked with 2 classes of children from 2 Newcastle primary schools to produce a painted banner each with an anti-racism theme as well as choreographing the children’s performance at the stadium. Both groups were visited by NUFC staff and the highlight of the project was presenting their banners before the game (Newcastle vs Doncaster) as well as watching the match!

Sept ‘09

FYT Percy Headley Dance Drama Art Project

A collaboration with break dancer Paul Allen and theatre director Annie Rigby working with a group of autistic children over one week to journey on a creative adventure inspired by the story of Don Quixote and other brave-hearted souls. The activities were planned but open to new directions each day according to the children’s suggestions and preferences. There was a final performance and procession of dance, drama, costume and props made during the week.

June – July 2009

East Herrington ‘Outdoor Space’ project.

A CP project to transform a disused outdoor space into an active learning area and friendship garden. This was a whole school project with children contributing to various design features as well as the general idea and producing outdoor artwork which is displayed within the space. 

The overall design was created and executed by myself and ceramicist Judy Caplin with building and woodwork done by Steve Brown.

Jan - July ’09.

Byker ‘Yummie Mummies’ Textiles Project

Partners: N/cle Arts Dev.

A group led textiles project making a wall hanging of individual panels which each participant decorated using tie-dye, embroidery, machine and hand sewing, appliqué and painting. The main themes were friendship, motherhood and love conveyed with a traditional look and feel. The work is displayed in the groups meeting place in Byker.

Spring ‘09

Stockton International Riverside Festival (SIRF) 2009

 ‘Small Wonders, Big World’ 

The theme of my section was ‘Discovery’ with colours blue and yellow. I worked with 5 other artists’ and around 52 community groups who took part in the production of carnival gear and the procession through the streets of Stockton. It rained again this year but that never seems to deter people! 

March – Aug ‘09 

Hummersea Primary School ‘Around the World’

A whole school craft project enabling each year group to make links with their topic area and explore and make artefacts from traditional art forms around the world.

Sept – Oct ‘08
Stockton International Riverside Festival (SIRF) 2008
‘Sowing the Seeds of Innovation’ – I worked as part of a team of 4 artists designing and making costume and props with community groups across Stockton for the carnival parade.
Partners: Stockton Borough Council, Kinetika

March – August ‘08

Priory Woods ‘Maths Moves’ Project
Creative Partnerships Enquiry Schools project working with Special Needs students in Yrs 7, 8 and 9 to develop and support their understanding of Maths: Pivats Scale National Curriculum Levels 1-8.
Partners: Priory Woods SN School, Middlesbrough, Creative Partnerships TV, WeeSpiders.org 
Go to http://www.weespiders.org/priorywoods/ to find out more.

April/May/June ‘08
Billingham Campus Carnival Performance Project.
‘Over the Rainbow’ – Outdoor event created, produced and performed by Yr 10 pupils and selected staff.
Partners: Billingham Campus Secondary School, Stockton Borough Council,  Creative Partnerships TV, collaborative artist Gordon Sharp.

May/June ‘08

Hummersea School Carnival Project

‘Wow!’: Stimulating Pupils through Carnival Arts – a whole school project involving all staff and pupils and a range of artistic practices including visual arts, crafts, dance, performance and circus.

Partners: Hummersea Primary, Loftus, Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council, Creative Partnerships Tees Valley.

Jan – April ‘08

‘Planning to Act’ Scotland.

A community engagement project focusing on developing creative tools such as visual art, creative writing, drama, music and digital media to be taken into communities throughout Scotland and used to help and support people to engage with the planning system

Partners: Planning Aid Scotland. 

May ’07 –June ‘08

Westlea School Travel Plan 
A project developing a range of resources: film, book with illustrations and linked interactive whiteboard game, design and execution of playground map for cycling proficiency test.
Partners: Westelea Primary School, Durham City Council 
July ’07 – ongoing.

‘Creative Solutions’  Stockton upon Tees 
A project aiming to support artists and teachers to work together in developing creating learning methods to enhance and feed into the primary curriculum and support literacy, creative processes, social/emotional intelligences, self esteem etc.

Partners: Creative Partnerships, six primary schools in the Tees Valley

Sept ’07 – July’07 

Darlington Community Carnival ‘06
I co-ordinated and delivered the program of art sessions which involved 12

local groups making art work based around the theme of ‘environment’

with a final procession. 

May/June 2006

Selected Managed Arts Projects

Full on Futures 
Partners: Creative Partnerships TV, Education Village, Darlington. As project manager for CP I co-organised an event for the  government initiated enterprise week which focused on enabling primary and secondary children to gain creative careers advice and experience participating in arts, business and enterprise projects as well as creating performance opportunities for school children and training for teachers. This was also a chance for artists, creative businesses and enterprising individuals to share their skills and knowledge with young people. Darlington Education Village. Nov 2006
Health and Arts People’s Partnership Initiative( HAPPI) 

Darlington Borough Council and PCT initiative aiming to bring together arts and health professionals to develop a number of projects including an open arts studio, arts on prescription schemes and a regular Arts and Health forum event – management and development role. Darlington Arts Centre 2006

North Lodge Park Summer Play Scheme.
Partners: DBC and Friends of North Lodge Pk and DBC. Arts and sports activities program for local children – management and arts development role. 
Summer 2005/06

SureStart Parent and Toddler Arts Project
Partners: DBC and Corporation Rd School
Managed and coordinated a 12 week after school arts program with different artists sessions provided for parents and their young children.

Darlington. Autumn 2005

Bengali Community Arts Project

A 12 week initiative to provide a diverse range of arts activities for children and their parents.

Partners: DBC and Corporation Rd School. Autumn 2005

Creative Partnerships Tees Valley: Schools mentor, Darlington area. 
In this role I co-ordinated arts projects, managed data collection and evaluation, liaised and supported schools and artists to work together. Summer ‘05 - Spring ‘06.
Selected Short Projects

Combined arts
· Find Your Talent,The Customs House: Recycled Christmas Tree Project – working with Yr 5 children from Hazelwood Primary School at The House of Objects, Rising Sun Country Pk to decorate one of five unique 10 ft Christmas trees make from recycled materials. The trees where lit and displayed around the grounds of the Rising Sun over Christmas and New Year. Nov/Dec ’09.
· Find Your Talent: combined dance, theatre and art (costume and props) project working with autistic children delivering a week of activities around the theme of ‘A Knight’s Adventure’ which culminated in performances by the young people. Percy Hedley Special Needs Primary School, June ’09.

· Byker Young Women’s Project, Newcastle City Council: facilitated the production of a large painted and embroidered textiles wall hanging with young mothers in Byker. Spring ’09.
· Stockton YMCA. 2 large painted and collaged murals with young people, 16 – 19 yr olds, August and Oct ’07.

· Newcastle Toy Library and dance/drama/art activities culminating in a performance - project for children aged 8-15 yrs with various learning difficulties

· Youth Consultation Day, Darlington ’06. Arts and crafts workshops.

· African masks and dance workshops, Darlington Arts Centre, ‘06

· Transitional work, dance/drama/art for children with special needs, Children’s Fund, Darlington. Sept ‘05 – Feb ’06. 

· Dance/drama/visual art/storytelling project based on “Sealife” with 3 special needs schools in N Tyneside. Jan- April ‘04

· ‘Too Much Talk’ - Arts/dance/music/storytelling project based around an African story involving six primary schools in Sunderland with children, teachers and parents. Jan – April. ‘04

· Large tribal masks for African dance project, Churchill’s School, Nc/le,           June ’04

· ‘Dance in Healthcare’. A HAZ funded project using visual art, dance, storytelling and percussion to initiate teenage girls wishing to work with nursery and early years children. Based in Ashington. Sept. – Dec. ‘03

· ‘Releasing Potential’. A Headway Community Theatre Co. project working with adults to build skills and confidence using a mixture of visual art, dance, drama, drumming, yoga and voice work. Sept. – Dec. ‘03

· Various work with Delta, a locally based dance/drama/arts organization working in schools in and around the NE, 2003/04

· Refugee and Asylum Seekers - drama/dance/storytelling project working with refugee children to produce a performance for N.Tyneside Multicultural day ‘03

· Site-specific participatory 2D visual arts projects: Exterior Perimeter Fence Design, Shildon Sure Start, Co Durham ‘03

· Interior Design work and mural, Pune Meditation Centre, N India ‘03

· Exterior Mural work, The Tyne Pub, Newcastle ‘99

· Exterior Mural work, Multicultural Awareness project, Edgware School, N London, ‘97

Dance

· La Fura de Baus – part of the aerial performance show on Spillers Quay, July ’07.

· Various one off sessions and day events organising, facilitating and providing structured dance group activities with space, music and sometimes props and/or arts activities. India and UK. 2002 – Present.  

· Darlington MIND 2006 - guided social dance sessions for adults with mental health problems including introductory presentation for health professionals about ‘Why dance is good for you’ and practical sessions for professionals and clients at the UK World Mental Health Day event, Leeds.

· Dance sessions for adults with visual impairment. 2005

· Sunderland Action 4 Blind, dance sessions for 8 -16 yr olds 2006

· ‘Dance in Health’ all women’s group, Holistic and natural Living Centre, Byker, Sept ’05 – Nov ‘05

· After school dance club with girls aged 10-12, Bede’s World, Jarrow, July – pres ‘05

· ‘Re – Awaken the Dancer’ 2 day workshop for adults, Anam Cara Retreat Centre, Inverness 21/22nd May ‘05

· Year 6 Dance Club for children, some with special needs culminating in a short performance at the Newbiggin Dance Festival. Sept. – Dec. ‘03

